Exhibits 101

Overhauling displays without big money






Planning

Who are we talking to, how will we do it?
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Content

What will we tell them and how?
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Side Note

How is your writing?















The lock is used by 1000-foot-long boats.




The lock is used by 1000-foot-long boats.
1000-foot-long boats use the lock.







If | had more time | would have
written a shorter letter

-- Blaise Pascal 1657




Topography 21 foot
drop

Technology 22 million
gallons

History 1798 First
Lock

A thick layer of bedrock holds back the waters
of Lake Superior where it joins the St. Marys
River. At this spot it creates a 21-foot-drop
that prevents boats from passing through. This
reddish sandstone lines most of Lake Superior’s
southern shore and is about 1,000 feet thick in
the Soo Area.

Despite changes in machinery and power
sources, today’s locks work much as they did
200 years ago. By opening and closing valves
water moves in and out of the lock chamber
using only gravity. Over 22 million gallons of
water move through the Poe Lock every time a
boat is raised or lowered

The first lock at the Soo carried freight canoes
around the rapids on the Canadian side of the
river. Americans destroyed it during the War of
1812. For the next 40+ years, cargo had to be
carried around the rapids. Since the opening of
the State Lock on the U.S. side in 1855 there
have been locks in continuous operation here.

Water level
view of
rapids

Dry Lock
Lock gates

Drawing of
canoe in lock

Hands on Lock Model

Computer lock game

Lock by lock computer
interactive — bios,
namesakes, etc.
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Design and Fabrication

What will it look like?
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Administration Building

Constructed in 1897, the Administration Building was initially
called the “Power House” and “Poe Pump House.” The
basement of the building houses the pumps for dewatering the
locks (used when completely empting a lock).

The building also has various offices and at the very top, in the
control tower, the lockmaster enjoys a 360 degree view of the
complex.

Designed in the Beaux Arts style the building has an impressive
lobby with a tile mosaic floor, twin curved staircases with brass
spindles and decorative details on the ceiling. The attention to
detail is evident throughout the building with ornate carved
fireplaces in almost every office, carved wooden finials on the
second floor stair rails and enormous cast iron Corinthian and
lonian columns on the first and second floors.
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Designed in the Beaux Arts style the building has an
impressive lobby with a tile mosaic floor, twin curved
staircases with brass spindles and decorative details on the
ceiling. The attention to detail is evident throughout the
building with ornate carved fireplaces in almost every office,
carved wooden finials on the second floor stair rails and
enormous cast iron Corinthian and lonic columns on the first
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_H_ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Upper Canal Park, St. Marys Falls Canal

How’s the weather? |

! !
L ) \
Built in 1899 this building housed the local office of the L"‘\ i
Weather Bureau. From here, they monitored conditions, made
forecasts and hand delivered weather reports to passing vessels.

__
/

- -
Ship-to-shore radio made it less important to have a station right
at the locks and the Weather Bureau relocated to the city airport X ¥ -

in 1941,

The American Merchant Marine Library Association took over
the building soon after. They not only gave sailors new
magazines and books, but also provided rides to the hospital,
airport or bus station. Sailors waiting to board a vessel could
relax in their lounge and use the telephone to call their families.

Aar #
s> 3

Funding cuts and the spread of cell phones and satellite
television led to the closing of the Sault Ste. Marie branch in
2004.

s o

Today the Great Lakes Shipwreck Society leases ' " ket - |

the building for its headquarters and has exhibits 3 ’ - dm

inside. i e R
. - _, v b o I~

g/ M‘: ~-’.J: "M%U:mu- dritoii
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Above, Weather Bureau Building from Portage Avenue in 1900).
Left. forecaster Arthur Piippo observes a weather balloon to gauge wind conditions.

Images courtesy of Carl Piippo.




. US Army Corps of Engineers Upper Canal Park, St. Marys Falls Canal

B R ?

How's the weather?

Built in 1899 this building housed the local office of the
Weather Bureau. From here, they monitored conditions,

made forecasts and hand delivered weather reports to .' “1"\\ :
passing vessels. B

Ship-to-shore radio made it less important to have a station
right at the locks and the Weather Bureau relocated to the
city airport in 1941.

The American Merchant Marine Library Association took
over the building soon afier, They not only gave sailors
new magazines and books; but also provided rides to the
hospital, airport or bus stafion. Sailors waiting o board a
vessel could relax in their lounge and use the télephone to
call their families,

Bunding cuts and the spread of'cell
phones and satellite television led
10 the elosing of the Sault Ste.
Marie branch in 2004

Today the Great Lakes Shipwreck
Society leases the building for its

headquarters and has exhibits inside. {

LT

Above. Weather Blrean Buicng from Porbape Ao in 1900
Lefi. forvcaster Arthur Plippo observes a weather balloon 1o gage wind condiions.

Images courtesy of Card Piippo







Steal Shamelessly

Why should you keep reinventing the wheel?
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$ 5.5 BILLION

worth of 1ron ore cach year

Among the busiest lock
systems in the world, an
average of 75 million tons
of cargo moves through the
Soo Locks every year. Iron
ore is by far the most
valuable cargo carried
through the locks followed
by coal.




Among the

busiest lock systems in
the world, an average of 80
million tons of cargo
moves through the Soo
Locks every year. Iron ore
is by far the most valuable
cargo carried through the
locks followed by coal.




Among the

busiest lock systems in
the world, an average of 80
million tons of cargo
moves through the Soo
Locks every year. Iron ore
is by far the most valuable
cargo carried through the
locks followed by coal,




BOB-LO MEMORIES

Do you have a favorite Bob-Lo
memory? Perhaps you recall a
favorite ride or a memorable trip
on the Columbia or Ste. Clair?
Please share it with us.




What do you love about the Soo Locks
and boats?
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Updated information is posted
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